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January 3, 1989 


To: Concordia University's Downtown Neighbors 


As you are now aware, construction is underway on Concordia 
University's $40 million downtown library complex. The six- 
storey, 20,975-square-meter building will open in the fall of 
1992. 


The library site is located opposite our Henry F. Hall 
Building, and bordered by de Maisonneuve Boulevard on the north, 
Bishop Street on the east, MacKay Street on the west, and the 
laneway between de Maisonneuve Boulevard and Ste-Catherine Street 


on the south. 


During the coming months the contractor will shore up 
portions of the foundations and inner walls of the abandoned 
Royal George Apartment Building on Bishop Street, erect fencing 
around the perimeter of the library site, remove existing 
mechanical and electrical services on the huge lot, and demolish 
all but the facade and first structural bay of the 76-year-old 
Royal George building. 


Once the Royal George is readied, excavation will begin on 
the rest of the site. Phase Two of the project, the actual 
construction of the new building, will begin late this summer. 
Total construction will take 28 to 36 months. 


Although we do not forsee any major disruptions, we ask for 
your understanding and patience with respect to any 
inconveniences you may experience as a result of the 
construction. Rest assured that we will keep you informed should 
any problems arise during the life of the project. 


More than 100,000 people a year visit our downtown campus. 
You may be one of them; if not, Concordia University hopes that 
you will be able to use our new library building after it opens. 
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The ground floor will feature a spacious, naturally lit 24- 
foot-wide interior street and community space known as Place 
Concordia. Among other things Place Concordia will house the 
Concordia Art Gallery, a public bookstore, an auditorium for film 
screenings, a small snack bar, and a general university 
information area for the public. The entire area will be 
enclosed by a six-storey atrium. 


The library itself will also be open to Montrealers. In 
addition to borrowing privileges for the more than 1.4 million 
jtems in the Concordia collection, the public will have access to 
all reading areas and reference services. 


We believe that this new building will prove a major 
addition to the downton core, and we sincerely hope that you wil] 
benefit from it. Once again, thank you for your patience, 
cooperation and support. 


On behalf of Concordia University, I remain, 


Yours truly, 


/] 


K. J. Whittingham 
Public Relations Director 
848-4880 


